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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


SOVIETS REPOR TED US IMG UNDKRGROUHD EASE AT RASTENB URG 

a T ai 7 iol « from Stockholm -Tidnlnaen was signed by ' 

a T. Norvrid, who occasionally Th^ article 

is copyrighted by Stockholm -Tidnlnqen .7 P P article 

7 ar f e underground headquarters at Rastenburg (now Ketrzyn) in for- 
TcLrTilJ fT ilai ® rapidly ^ing renovated and reconstructed VSl£vie?af 
ccoraing to reliable reports which have reached Sweden from this isolated region. 

m11 Pole8 l ivi ng in nearby cities who have contact with the Soviet and Polish 
there are convinced that the greatly intensified ^l^activ- 

Md is tannin* Prufl8la iB a till another aign that the USSR is preparing fcr war 
and is building up a powerful military base at Rastenburg. 

When the Germans retreated from East Prussia in 101*5 the German a™*, *»«,* 
the German Army was located during the war Seen e t>raljl of 

iSTSsrursaas six srsziz, zrJti hi sr • • 

b ‘™“ R “- ■*««"•' TO*.™. 

All Parts of the headquarters are connected by telephone and also bv n 
pneumatic dispatch tube system. There are also large military warehouses 
fhTSa“ undursround hangars, all at a depth of at leasHo meters below 
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It took the Germans 6 years to construct tills military city, the best camou- 
flaged unde- vground city in the world. Hitler stayed there much of the time during 
the Russian campaign- r i'he headquarters had direct wire connections with Berlin, 
a very powerful radio station, and a radar system* There are a number of airfields 
scattered around the area which are connected with the actual headquarters by 
underground passageways* 

The present day USSK -Polish boundary cuts across the region over the under- 
ground city r.o that one part of xt lies in Poland and the other in the USSR. 

The city which gave its name to the area ^Raetenburg/ lies in Poland. 

On retreating from East Prussia, the Germans did not destroy the under- 
ground city, but mined the whole area. Mlie German generals were obviously so 
deluded by propaganda that they entertained hopes of returning. The mining was 
done in a particularly diabolical way, and the Soviets* first, attempts to enter 
the headquarters v/ere unsuccessful, with many casualties resulting. 'They de- 
cided, therefore, in 19*46, to block off the whole area and totally depopulate it. 

In 19*50 , though, the Soviets in the lima Zone got hold of some military 
personnel, headed by Mn.j Erich Guae, who had participated in the mining of the 
headquarters. These were immediately arrested and taken to Rast.enburg. With 
their help, the mine clearing was accomplished in 6 months and by early 195f the 
headquarters was considered to be relatively free of mLnes. A number of Instal- 
lations, however, were blown up during the mine-clearing process. 

Airfields were the first to be put. in working order. 

Slave laborers furnish most, of the manpower nt Ratten burg, and their attitude 
if one of desperation because they expect to be liquidated after the work is com- 
pleted r.o that the r.ecr*j«- y surrounding the base will be maintained. 

The headquarters with the surrounding area has now neon made into a ,1c i nr. 

Pels r,h-.SovioL military district which, on the Polish side of the boundary, extends 
to Localities lying south of the Masiny Lake Region, primarily Lake Sniardwy. 

The urea which is exclusively under USER control comprises the triangle of terri- 
tory lying lie tween Rastenburg, Froc.bork l Frauenburg) , and Orneta* 

The recount motion program is progressing at a very rapid rate, and Soviet 
commissions consisting of high-ranking mililaiy personages often visit the place, 
in November i wv? t Marshal Kokosoovskiy inspected the area. 

Ac* ending to reliable witnesses, all typer of Soviet and Polish troops 
are stationed around the area, including jet fighter unit a- The underground maga- 
zines are being expanded and filled with war material. Underground dotage tanks 
for liquid fuel are being constructed with special rapidity. 

Tiie non ;is and the old German training areas are crowd* •& ■.nth milt tar' vehicles 
and heavy trucks. T;.c Pol i sh Army if. engaged ir. organizing two new armored divi- 
r* i env. and one air squrulron. 

that the Soviet’., are doing in thei r area or' Ii.--.-i: ! rued - is not known, but; 
.bulging from the large number of jet. planes in tlr * i r .usd the frequent. parachute 
re . : : / • u v e r -5 , t lie re i " Iso c. on side r id 5 A e nr t i v 1 1 y r * on t h a S o v to t aid v u. f T k 

Lomiun ry • 


That the Soviets long ago decided t.o utilise this area or. the nucleus for 
a r.v.Jjt.-iry barn? directed at. Western Europe war already evident from the actions 
of the Soviet occupation troops stationed, there m l r )’*5 and 19 } *b. Small cities 
which lay within a radius of several lens of hi 1 cm»R e rs from P.astedburg were 
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eliminated according to plan by the Soviets, especially during the first half of 
19^6. The principle followed was that of completely obliterating the center part 
of each city, which constituted the economic basis for the bourgeois class. The 
outskirts, with their residential areas, were left standing. 

Not in a cingje case did the Russians destroy the German barracks which also 
were located on the outer edges of the cities. They were damaged $9&ng the war, 
but are now being rebuilt again everywhere. 

Those portions of Poland which now adjoin the USSR on former East Prussian 
territory constitute an isolated and desolate country. No heavily trafficked 
lines of conmmication lead there and no direct roads connect it with central 
Poland. The region is inaccessible to travelers and no ordinary persons are per- 
mitted to go there without special passes issued by the security authorities. 

Even as late as 1950 there were almost no troops in the Polish portion of 
this region. From all indications, Soviet-Polish cooperation in this area ia 
complete and the troops of both countries are under one command. The Polish- 
Soviet boundary has, practically speaking, been erased. 
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